
     “The Jog-A-Thon was 
lots of fun!” shouted first 
grader Will Penney, walk-
ing down to the play-
ground after school. This 
year’s Jog-A-Thon, held 
on October 22, was much 
like those in years past. 
Students raised pledges 
from neighbors and rela-
tives for a particular proj-
ect at the school. Jogging 
(or walking) laps around 
the school parking lot 
while eating oranges and 
trying to beat their per-
sonal record was a must. 
The Lower School, if 
enough money is raised, 
will be rewarded with a 
day-long trip to Hawai-
ian Falls. But different 
this year was the unique 
theme of the event. “Get 
Moovin’!” the Chic-fil-a 
Cow encouraged runners 
by visiting the campus to 
rally support for the event.
     The Jog-A-Thon was 
definitely a flurry of 
movement, as the theme 
implies. From the parent 
volunteers and classroom 
helpers to the student 
runners themselves, it 
seems like there was al-
ways something interest-
ing happening on race 
day. Starting off right 
away in the morning, the 
Pre-K ran with a special 
accent on the “Moovin’” 
theme. Students ran with 

jingling cowbells and 
floppy cow ears. “The 
cow attire really helped 
them get into the spirt!” 
said Pre-K teacher Elaine 
Mayberry. Students con-
tinued running by grade 
level throughout the day. 
“It was perfect weather,” 
says fourth grader AJ 
Smith. Compared to last 
year’s chilly temperatures, 
the students enjoyed the 
crisp, but not too cold, 
fall weather on the day 
of the Jog-A-Thon. Par-
ent volunteers manned 
the refreshment stations, 
providing the students 
with orange slices and 
bottles of water through-
out the race to maintain 
the runners’ energy. “The 
best thing about the Jog-
A-Thon was the oranges. 
Not the running. The or-
anges,” said fifth grader 
Kendall Moore, laughing 
as she remembered the 
day. “I enjoyed walking 
with my friends,” added 
Mikayla Wilinsky, also 
fifth grade. Although 
students were encour-
aged to run the 30 minute 
time span, many students 
took the time to socialize 
while raising money for 
the school, a fun combi-
nation of work and play. 
Mike Nevil, a member of 
the MCA family, was also 
kind enough to MC the 

Lower School gets Moo-vin’

Jog-A-Thon makes headway
Rebekah Johnson, Editor-In-Chief
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Lower School students enjoy 
Pajama Day on October 29th. 
Several classes played pajama-
themed games and classroom ac-
tivities, including reading with a 
flashlight in first grade. For more 
information, see page five.
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Varsity Volleyball concludes their 
2010 season with an overall re-
cord of 24-6. Progressing to the 
first round of playoffs, the girls 
lost in the Bi-District game to 
Ovilla Christian. For more infor-
mation, see page two.

Michael W. Smith performs at 
the Morton Meyerson Sympho-
ny Center in Dallas. For more 
information, see page six.

Upper School students perform 
at the first annual MCA Talent 
Show. For more information, see 
page five.
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Ruth Perry, 2, looks ahead. 
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First graders start the Jog-A-Thon, some walking and others running for the 30 minute race.
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entire event, narrating the day as 
the students ran.
     The Jog-A-Thon has currently 
raised $60,000 dollars for the 
school, over 80% of the over-
all goal. In order for the Lower 
School to enjoy a day at Hawai-
ian Falls, only $12,000 dollars 
remains to be raised.* This year’s 
school-wide goal of $105,000 
will go towards constructing 
Fine Arts practice rooms, en-
hancing Technology equipment, 
providing Teacher’s Love Gifts, 
and supporting the MCA En-
dowment Fund. 
     Overall, the Jog-A-Thon was 
a great success, a day of fun for 
the children and fundraising for 
the school. The school has high 
hopes for what the event will 
eventually accomplish, and looks 
forward to next year’s annual 
Jog-A-Thon.

*Amount current at time of 
printing.
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     Coming off a great 8-1 sea-
son last year, the Junior High 
Mustang football team is back 
at it again, and better than ever. 
Their first game was against the 
previously undefeated Legacy 
Christian Academy Eagles. 
The Eagles were quick to score 
but the Mustangs responded 
with a timely interception 
by defensive end, 8th grade, 
Adam LeBlanc. The Mustangs 
were able to jump ahead by a 
score of 8-6. In the end they 
were able to clinch the victory 
over the LCA Eagles. The fol-
lowing week they traveled to 
Irving Highlands. To start off 
the game Nick Weideman re-
turned a kick for a touchdown.  
He rushed for another three 
more touchdowns. The offen-
sive continued to dominate as 
the Mustangs went on to beat 
Irving Highlands 34-0. 
     With two outstanding vic-
tories over very tough teams 
the Junior High Mustangs 

were prepared to take on Co-
ram Deo the next week. Even 
though the Lions jumped out 
to a 6-0 lead the Mustangs 
were able to rally back with 20 
unanswered points in the sec-
ond half to go on to a 20-6 vic-
tory and remain undefeated. In 
the junior high Homecoming 
game, the Mustangs took on 
Blue Ridge Academy. Leading 
the Mustangs was Harrison 
Hodges, 8th grade, had two 
interception returns for touch-
downs. Overall the mustangs 
put up 34 points against Blue 
Ridge, continuing their win-
ning streak to 4-0. They would 
now have to face their tough-
est opponent, Inspired Vision, 
who were bigger than most of 
our team. This did not intimi-
date the Mustangs, though. 
They started with an open-
ing drive that led to a quick 
touchdown. Going in to half-
time the Mustangs led 15-0. 
The Mustangs were at it again 

Junior High Football Presses On
Team pursues their goal to remain undefeated
David Collum, Staff Writer/Photographer

Varsity Volleyball Reaches 
Team’s desire to win brings them to the top

courtesy photo

Harrison Hodges dominates 
the field as he carries for an-
other touchdown to score on 
the Legacy Christian Eagles

photo by david collum

Juniors Kayli Bollinger and 
Chloe Geoghegan ready 
themselves defensively. Kayli 
Bollinger went on to secure 
a Second Team All-District 
selection in TAPPS 4-3A.

Priscilla Melton, Staff Writer

coming out with another touchdown 
due to Caleb Wysong’s quarter back 
scramble. This led to a 23-12 victory 
and leaving the Junior High Mus-
tangs undefeated!

     The Varsity Lady Mustangs finished second in their district be-
hind 3 time state defending champions, Canyon Creek. The Mus-
tangs were tied with Dallas Lutheran but in the third and final game 
of the set, the lady Mustangs clinched the victory. This earned the 
Mustangs the advantage of a home Bi –District game on Tuesday 
October the 19th, facing Ovilla Christian. The winner of this round 
would move on to the area game on Saturday, October the 23.      
     The Bi-District game was competitive, and the mustangs never 
gave up.  Ovilla proved to be tough and the Lady Mustangs could 
not keep the lead and lost in three very close games. Since MCA 
did not make it past the first round of playoffs; not only was it 

the last game this season, but it was 
the last of any games they will play 
with the seniors. Every senior wants 
to make it far in the playoffs know-
ing that the end of their time play-
ing volleyball is almost up. “Playing 
volleyball this year made me realize 
how important everyone was to the 
team, not only did we do great in 
our season but our team bonding 
made it all the more fun and excit-
ing. I’m glad I got to play volleyball 
my senior year, it has impacted my 
life with many memories that I will 
never forget,” said Heather Groff.
     Going 24-6 overall play and 8-3 
in district, finishing strong is the 
way to do it. Congratulations Lady 
Mustangs on an outstanding sea-
son!
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Cross Country 
Endures

Here Come Playoffs
David Collum, Staff Writer/Photographer
 After an outstanding game against Lubbock Christian, the 
Varsity Mustangs prepared to start District play against Rockwall 
Christian. To open up the game, freshman kicker Austin Farley had 
a beautiful 13 yard kick to allow the Mustangs to recover the ball and 
the offense to start with good field position. With this great start and 
incredible finishes on both offense and defense, the Mustangs went 
on to their first ever victory over Rockwall Christian, winning 35-14. 
The following week the Mustangs were in Garland. Prepared for a 
difficult game, the Mustangs gave full effort, but lost 47-54. The next 
week, the Varsity Mustangs geared up for the two-time defending 
state champions, Canyon Creek. Through the pouring rain the Mus-
tangs battled hard, bringing the game to the last nail biting three 
seconds, but the Mustangs were unable to clinch the victory, losing 
14-19. Even though the Varsity boys are 1-3 in district play, they 
are still in contention for a playoff spot with one division game left 
to play. The next game will be against Dallas Lakehill this Friday, 
November 5th. 

Volleyball Girls Battle to the End
     This year the sports department placed the 
junior high volleyball teams in leagues of their 
own. The teams are separated into A and B like 
every year, but the difference this year is the B 
team is now the IAA team, and the A team is 
now the TAPS team.  By doing this, it has given 
the junior high teams the privilege to be able to 
advance to playoffs after regular season.
     For the first time MCA junior high teams 
advanced to the playoffs! The IAA team fin-
ished second in their league won their first play-
off game. They advanced to the second round 
of playoffs where they lost to Parish Episco-
pal School. The loss was tough, but the ladies 
should be proud of themselves for what they ac-
complished as a team and how far they made it.
     Not only one, but both of our junior high 
teams made it to playoffs! The TAPS team also 

advanced with a good chance of succeeding. 
Winning the first game, the Lady Mustangs 
played a hard fought battle against Good Shep-
herd Episcopal, qualifying the girls to advance 
to the second round. The girls then faced the 
first place team in district, Prince of Peace. This 
too was a hard fought game, but the girls lost 
in two games with the final scores of 25-20 and 
the second game 25-22. “It was exciting to make 
it as far as we did. I am sad that this was my 
last of junior high play, but I am super excited 
to play on junior varsity next year,” said eighth 
grader,   Hope Windsor. 
     Both teams played well in the new leagues 
in regular season play and in the playoffs. It will 
be great to see how they do next year. Good job 
Lady Mustangs! 

     Cross Country can be tiring, high school 
girls and boys run 3.11 miles on an open ter-
rain. But there were a few people who decided 
to take on the challenge.  This year the team 
consisted of freshmen Zach Bollinger, Ja-
cob Critzman, Jordan Pate and, sophomores, 
Robert Kelly and Nick Bitting, juniors, Brad-
ley Knam and Zach Cramer, and senior, Kylar 
Christinson coached by Jeff Anderson.  Cross 
country participated in one meet this year.
     At this meet, students competed in a large, 
annual Cross Country meet held by Carroll-
ton Christian Academy. The competition was 
held on Saturday, October 2. Many of the 
Mustang runners were new to Cross Country, 
but Coach Jeff Anderson got them prepared 
in a short amount of time.
    “All 5 of the high school boys had their best 
ever times,” said Coach A. “Freshmen Jordan 
Pate and Zach Bollinger finished with the 
main group of runner. Senior Kylar Christin-
son came in just after Zach Bollinger. Sopho-
more Robert Kelley had his best time by over 
2 minutes, and junior Zach Cramer shaved off 
over 3 minutes from his time.”
     Also competing that day for MCA was 
8th grader Julie James.  She ran against 40 to 
50 junior high girls, public and private mixed, 
and took 1st place in her division.
     Coach Anderson said, “I’m not really used 
to coaching a sport like cross country I am 
usually involved with basketball or football. It 
was less tension than basketball or football; I 
enjoyed coaching and being with my students. 
My students are the reason I coach.” Cross 
Country is just one of many wonderful sports 
at our school. 

Kaitlynn McAdams, Staff Writer

Priscilla Melton, Staff Writer

The Canyon Creek running back feels the pain as 
a wave of Mustangs rush to tackle him. The game 
ended with a difficult loss, 14-19 in Canyon Creek’s 
favor.

photo by aj hans

Rylee Frisbie passes the 
ball with determination 
and focus.

photo by gianna ingraham

Varsity Football has high hopes
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Doing work at the 5K
MCA students run to raise money
AJ Hans, Staff Writer/Photographer

     On the 21st of October the entire Upper School 
participated in a five kilometer run on a bright and 
sunny day. Senior Kylar Christison said, “It was great 
weather for a run.” The course for the 5K started be-
hind the Stonebridge Ranch at the YMCA on Ridge 
Road. Students ran or walked a loop through Adriatica 
and surrounding neighborhoods. According to Juniors 
Haley Yates and Natalie Lemieux, “It was awesome 
because we ran our hardest and won medals.” At lunch 
time students enjoyed sandwiches, chips, and cookies 
from Jason’s Deli compliments of the school. Every-
one really enjoyed running with their classmates. Ac-
cording to Brandon Ho 8th, “This 5K was the best 
one yet.”
     After several weeks of raising money the Upper 
School has not quite made their goal. The seventh 
graders raised 45% of their goal, the eighth graders 
raised 25% of their goal, and all of the high school 
classes reached their goals with the exception of the 
junior class. 

Above left, Mr. Tucker rides his bike making sure 
MCA students stay safe. Right, freshman Matt 
Schmalz runs enthusiastically, enjoying the re-
laxation of the 5K.

Above, seniors Priscilla Melton, Lauren Snead, 
and Taylor Brock get a good stretch in before 
their run. “I made sure to prepare for the 5K!” 
said Priscilla Melton.

photo by anna mcwlliams

Learning in Comfort
Lower school students celebrate 
Pajama Day 
Sarahbeth Singler, Staff Writer

Left, Mrs. Stewart’s 
kindergarten students 
pose for a funny pic-
ture in their star 
themed class pajamas. 
Right, third grader Ash-
ley Davis quietly does 
her classwork in her 
comfortable pajamas.

photo by zach pell
photo by anna mcwilliams

     Pajama Day proved to be a hit 
with all the comforts of pillows, 
blankets, and cozy house slippers 
along with exhilarating games for 
the Lower School students to enjoy. 
Kindergartener Mitchell McCol-
lom gladly stated, “I liked that we 
got to race with stuffed animals.” 
The students also delighted in 
showing off their attire in the Pa-
jama Day Parade in the SLC, where 
each class proudly paraded together 
in their pajamas. Many classes of 
all grade levels enjoyed matching 

themed pajamas. Kindergarten had 
Mrs. Hamilton’s little bears and 
Mrs. Stewart’s shining stars, and 
sixth grade were big doGs.
     The sixth grade in particular in-
corporated their biblical theme of 
the year into Pajama Day as a class 
with their disciples of God, “big 
doG”, program design on their pa-
jamas. As sixth grade teacher Mrs. 
Marolf explained, “The parents 
teach the big doG program and had 
the pajama shirts designed, which 
the sixth graders have the privilege 

Above, seniors Ben Casey and Kylar Christinson 
and junior Zach Cramer show off their medals.

photo by anna mcwlliams photo by anna mcwlliams
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Above, second graders 
Tristan Clarke and Sammy 
Pell pause lunch to grin for 
the camera.

of wearing as spirit shirts on Fri-
days.” Overall Pajama Day was a 
fun break from the regular school 
schedule for all involved.

5K Category Winners
Female student: 
      Julie James
Male student: 
      Graham Kennedy

Female masters: 
      Lisa Conley
Male masters: 
      Froylan Franco
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An Eventful Saturday
MCA families enjoy themselves 
at the All School Picnic
David Marolf, Staff Writer

                            

On October 2nd, students 
and their families, faculty, and 
alumni all gathered next to 
Brock Court for the annual 
All-School Picnic. The picnic 
included an array of foods and 
drinks such as hotdogs, grilled 
during the picnic itself, cook-
ies, chips, water, and tea. The 
All-School Picnic was a great 
place to socialize, listen to mu-
sic, and of course, eat.

     Everyone really had a great 
time at the event. “I had so much 
fun being with all my friends,” 
said Caitlin Wilson, 10. The 
Lower School students really 
enjoyed the bounce house and 
inflatable obstacle course pro-
vided by the Parent Teacher Fel-
lowship (PTF) that included a 
ladder and a slide. They also had 
the opportunity to ride a hay-
ride provided by the Nevil fam-
ily that rode around the MCA 
grounds, but the All-School Pic-
nic was not only entertaining for 
the younger kids. The older stu-
dents enjoyed playing volleyball 
at the volleyball net5 that was set 
up next to Brock Court. People 
loved the idea of seeing friends 
outside of class. “The All-School 
Picnic was a blast. It was great 
hanging out with all my friends 
outside of school,” says Ethan 
Kovatch, 12.

Left, freshman, Kaitlyn Sifford 
helps out at the all school picnic 
by painting younger students’ 
faces. Right, senior, Taylor 
Brock and first grader Cassidy 
Payne pose for a picture while 
they enjoy their evening at the 
picnic.
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MCA’s Got Talent
Students show off their skills for their peers 
Kaitlynn Sparks, Staff Writer

     On Friday, October 1, McKin-
ney Christian Academy had it’s 
first talent show to raise money 
for the Fine Arts Department. 
Many people came to support 
their friends or family members 
and watch the wonderful per-
formances that students from 
grades seven through twelve pre-
pared for the evening. 
     Hearts raced on the Student 
Life Center’s stage as Mr. Knight 
welcomed everyone and intro-
duced the first performance of 
the night. The curtains opened 

and the high school praise band 
began to play. “I felt a mixture 
of nervousness and excitement 
as I chanted the notes in my 
head over and over again,” said 
sophomore, David Marolf. After 
each performance the stage crew, 
made up of several boys from 
the high school choir, shuffled 
quickly to plug in microphones, 
unplug guitars, clear the stage for 
dancers, and whatever else was 
needed. 
     This event was a great expe-
rience for not only the people 

Top left, sophomores Mandy Moore and Bekah Parker sing as 
part of the high school Girl’s Ensemble. Top right, senior James 
Payne demonstrates his taekwondo skills. Bottom, High school 
choir performs a song with exciting choreography.

The Journalism Staff would like to 
apologize for their unintentional 
omission of  the Homecoming 
King and Queen from the last is-
sue. Above,  Seniors Taylor Brock 
and Tanner Purdum recieve their 
Homecoming crown and hat. 
Congratulations!

photos by laura smith photo by laura smith

watching, but also for the people who 
were performed. I know on a personal 
level it was very encouraging to get up 
on stage and see all the smiling faces en-
joying my performance. The talent show 
was a great way to discover unknown 
talents. I don’t know if it’s the same for 
every performer, but even now walking 
on the stage reminds me of that exciting 
night filled with laughter, applause, and 
standing ovations. 
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 BITS    
   PIECES

N’
Movie 
Mania

Snack Time

Michal 
Smith, 
Enter-

tainment 
Editor

Ingrediants:

1 can (15-1/2 oz.) refried black beans 
1 Tbsp chili powder 
1/2 tsp. ground cumin 
1 cup sour cream
1 cup Shredded Cheddar Cheese 
3 green onions, sliced 
1/3 cup sliced black olives 
1 tomato, chopped 

Let’s Get Started:

1. Mix beans, chili powder, and cumin.
2. Spread onto bottom of 9-inch pie plate. 
3. Top with one inch layers of remaining ingredients. 
4. Refrigerate several hours or until chilled. 

Serve with tortilla chips. 

     Legend of the Guardians: The 
Owls of Ga’Hoole and is a com-
puter-animated fantasy/adventure 
film loosely based on Kathryn 
Lasky’s Guardians of Ga’Hoole 
series. The film is directed by Zack 
Snyder and distributed by Warner 
Bros. with the Australian compa-
nies, Village Roadshow Pictures 
and Animal Logic, of Happy 
Feet fame. Production took place 
in Australia, and the film was re-
leased in RealD 3D and IMAX 
3D.
     The story begins in the owl fam-
ily’s hollow, in the tree where we 
meet a few of the main characters, 
Soren, Kludd, and Eglantine.  Their 
father is telling them stories of the 
Guardians, a legendary alliance of 
owls that are sworn to protect the 

Kingdom of Ga’Hoole, a hidden 
island where they live in peace be-
yond the Sea of Hoolemere. One 
night while gliding, Soren and 
Kludd accidentally fall out of their 
tree. After being attacked by a Tas-
manian Devil, they are captured by 
owls working for the evil Metal-
beak and Nyra and taken to their 
fortress in the mountains. Nyra ar-
rives and tells the kidnapped owls 
their families have abandoned 
them and Metalbeak’s “Pure Ones” 
are their new family. The owls are 
imprisoned and forced to work for 
their captors. Soren and his new 
friend Gylfie soon escape and set 
out to find the Guardians to save 
the other owlets being held captive 
by the Pure Ones.
      This movie is filled with good, 

AJ Hans, Staff Writer

The Souncheck
Area Concert and 

Event Listings
November
11/2-  Lifehouse at Palladium Ballroom in Dallas
11/13-  ROCK THE FLOCK with Don’t Wake Aislin 
and Thirtyseven at Lakewood Baptist Church In Irving
11/27-  Red at The Door in Dallas

December
12/1- Michael W. Smith at Morton Meyerson Symphony 
Center  in Dallas
12/1-  NEEDTOBREATHE at House of Blues in Dallas
12/5 and 12/6-  Phil Wickham at First Baptist of Hurst
12/12- Joshua Radin at House of Blues in Dallas
12/19-  Trans – Siberian Orchestra at American Airlines 
Center in Dallas
12/27-  Eisley at the Loft in Dallas

January
1/14-  Superchick at First Baptist Dallas
1/21-  Hawk Nelson at Special Events Center in Dallas
2/18-  Winter Jam with Chris Sligh, David Crowder, Kut-
less, Red, and more at American Airlines Center

 1. The word “toast,” meaning a wish of 
good health, started in ancient Rome, 
where a piece of toasted bread was 
dropped into wine.

 2. In Cleveland, Ohio, it is illegal to 
catch mice without a hunting license.

 3. Tourists visiting Iceland should 
know that tipping at a restaurant is con-
sidered an insult.

 4. The dollar symbol ($) is a U combined  
with an S (U.S.).

 5. On average, the life span of an 
American dollar bill is eighteen months.

 6. Paper money is not made from wood 
pulp, but from cotton. This means that 
it will not disintegrate if it is put in the 
laundry.

 7. A new baby usually deprives its 
parents of 400-750 hours of sleep in the 
first year.

 8. There are 365 steps on the front of the 
U.S. Capitol Building - one for every day 
of the year.

 9. When Scott Paper Company first 
started manufacturing toilet paper, they 
did not put their name on the product 
because of embarrassment.

 10. Crayola is a French word that means 
‘’Oily chalk.’’

 11. In Sweden, there is a ski-thru Mc-
Donalds.

 12. Baby beavers are called kittens.

 13. 160 cars can drive side by side on the 
Monumental Axis in Brazil, the world’s 
widest road.

 14. An animal epidemic is called an 
epizootic.

 15. Clans of long ago that wanted to 
get rid of their unwanted people without 
killing them used to burn their houses 
down - hence the expression “to get 
fired.”

 16. It’s against the law to burp, or sneeze 
in a certain church in Omaha, Nebraska.

 17. You’ll eat about 35,000 cookies in a   
lifetime.

 18. Many hamsters only blink one eye 
at a time.

 19.  Most cows give more milk when 
they liste to music

20. Millie the White House dog earned 
more than 4 times as much as President 
Bush in 1991.

tealdragon.net

Kaitlyn Sparks, Staff Writer

Five-Layer Mexican Dip

clean, family friendly hu-
mor between the characters. 
There are a few moments 
of brief violence during the 
battle between the Guard-
ians and the Pure Ones and 
some of the owls are killed, 
but no blood is shown. The 
young owl Eglantine throws 

up her first pellet which is 
somewhat disturbing. This 
film maybe too scary for 
young children but, I rec-
ommend it for families 
with children ten and up to 
see and join Soren and his 
friends in their quest to find 
the Guardians. 

Legend of The Guardians: 
The Owls of 

Ga’Hoole[PG]
3 out of 5 stars
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Upside-Down
A Different Look at Perspective

     I cannot tell you how 
many hours I have spent 
upside-down.
     The trees look much dif-
ferent when you look at them 
hanging from the top of a 
jungle gym. Their long arms 
are reaching up towards the 
sky like a child to its mother, 
its small green leaves sway-
ing just like an impatient 
daughter might. My hands 
are drawn downward (or is 
it upward?) by a compul-
sive force, but upside-down 
it doesn’t feel like gravity, it 
feels like something from 
another world beyond this 
own calling my little hands 
to itself. I point my toes as 
I whimsically leap from 
branch to branch, like little 
blue jays flittering from tree 
to tree.  Even the most as-
siduous of breezes does not 
faze me as my hair stands on 
end like a cloud above my 
head.
     Upside-down, my per-
spective is different. And I 
like my different.
     One thing that is sure 
in life is that it will change. 
And I have found that an 
upside-down perspective is 
often helpful in adjusting to 
that change.
          Every day, I see meta-
morphoses, sometimes so 
small that no one even no-
tices. I have worked in our 
school’s after hours care pro-
gram for several years. The 
Pre-K through sixth graders 
change so quickly, and I feel 
that even after being gone for 
one day, Aiden is taller than 
he was before, and Saman-
tha has lost a tooth. Kendall 
is looking more like a teen-
ager and less like a little kid, 
and Nathan has become a 
young man right before my 
eyes. And I realize again and 
again not to fear the change 
that life throws at us. But 
all is clearer upside down. 

Clap! A student’s pencil 
falls to the floor as some-
one gets demonstrative with 
his hands while working on 
homework. I reach down to 
grab the pencil from under-
neath the lunch table and I 
see how different ESS looks 
from upside-down. Little 
sparkly shoes gently pointed 
dance beneath the tables as 
a little girl colors. A Pre-K 
student explodes from be-
neath a jacket at the boy 
who was seeking him, and 
loud peals of laughter erupt 
from the corner of the room. 
The other two teenagers 
who help out stand placidly 
in place for just a minute, 
blue Vans and dirty white 
Nikes stationary in the river 
of small shoes all around 
them. I sit up slowly, sad to 
leave the ever-hopeful world 
that children dwell in, and 
handing the yellow pencil to 
Will, I realize what a life he 
has ahead of him. I have the 
unique privilege of being in 
the presence of simple, raw 
talent and potential every 
day. I get to color. Play tag. 
Push on the swings. Patch 
up skinned knees, wipe away 
a tear. I believe that I have 
one of the best jobs in the 
world. I get to care for oth-
ers, and they care for me as 
they draw me pictures scrib-
bled with markers, the K in 
Rebekah backwards or the 
H missing altogether. And 
I remember that to care for 
others and serve them is the 
most valuable thing I can 
do in my life as I look at the 
world upside-down, regard-
less of how life changes.
     So as you go about your 
life today and tomorrow and 
years from now, remember 
how very different life looks 
upside-down. Sometimes 
that little change in perspec-
tive makes a big difference.

Rebekah Johnson, Editor-In-Chief

Trading Places

Kaitlynn McAdams, Staff Writer

What if I had been given
the treasured golden life
wrapped in iridescent paper
and satin twine?
What if I could fall into a 
fairy tale 
and make it mine? 

What if I waltzed 
with my lover 
in never ending harmony 
sipping and savoring each 
drop falling 
from the fruit of our journey?
What if we were 
wildly delighted
with all our endeavors
and the vineyard of our hearts
flourished forever?

Would I trade your love
for an idyllic life
and things?
Would I give you up 
if I could realize 
all my dreams?

What if my family 
celebrated life
with those we love
in a cottage by the sea?
What if everyday 
I could dance in the waves
that stroked the beach?
What if with each sunrise
masterpieces grew
untamed under my pen
and virgin melodies
budded in my heart?

What if each morning
I could nourish 
stray symphonies
or ink magnificent
words of art?

Would I trade your love 
for an idyllic
life and 
things?
would I give you up 
if I could realize
all my dreams?

What if my children
and their children
thrived close by
and there were never
disappointments or strife?

What if each child
treasured their gifts
and cultivated their gardens 
with diligence and joy?
What if they gave to the 
world
from the bounty of their soil?

What if I could shed this
cloak of thorns?
What if I never again had to 
face the wounds
of another war?
What if I could escort all 
my pain and suffering to the 
door?

Would I trade your love
for an idyllic life
and things?
Would I give you up if I 
could 
realize all my dreams?

Even if I could have all of 
this
I know I could not live
without your eternal kiss. 

If my dreams came true
they would flicker 
as dim candles
against the brilliance
of my life with you.

I cannot breathe
without your beauty.
I cannot go on 
without your grace. 
I sing only
in your strength.
I flourish in the light
of your face.

I cannot continue
without your compassion.
I cannot run
without your rest.
I would not last a day
without your love.
I cannot bear life without 
your breath.

No matter what life
does or does not bring
I will never give you up

Not for anyone or anything.

A Reflective Poem
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