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Mustang varsity basketball 
stampedes into playoffs during 
Wild Week stories on pages 2 5and

   Lower School enjoys 
their Valentine’s Day 
parties on the  Monday 
following a series of snow 
days, celebrating with food 
and games for all grade 
levels.

   The first year of 
Mustangs wrestling ends 
for both the junior high 
and varsity successfully, 
with many varsity wrestlers 
placing at TAPPS State 
competition.

   Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson delivers an 
entertaining performance 
as the Tooth Fairy in a 
family-friendly comedy 
that is sure to please.
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High school students 
showed their moves on the dance 
floor and loved dancing the 
night away with their friends on 
February 6th at Winter Formal. 
The music, food and overall 
atmosphere was a big hit among 
all the students. “Winter Formal 
was the best dance I have ever 
been to. I loved the DJ and the 
music,” junior Lauren Snead said. 

The DJ, Kelly Hooper, 
led the dance with songs that 
got everyone dancing. “I loved 
being able to do my dance moves 
to good music,” junior Priscilla 
Chiessa-Melton said. The crowd 
went wild when juniors Ben 
Casey and Christian Scheiderer 
beat boxed to “U Can’t Touch 
This”. Junior Tanner Purdum and 
sophomore Trent Stinchcomb did 
their rendition of “Don’t Stop 
Believing” that had the girls 
screaming. Freshmen boys Dallas 
Brock and Shawn Johnson danced 

on stage while the students took 
pictures.

The music was not the 
only aspect that made everyone 
have so many memories from this 
dance. “The atmosphere of the 
dance was thrilling,” freshman 
Allyson Richey said. Rock Creek 
Ranch was a new place for the 
MCA students to have Winter 
Formal. The big stage and open 
floor was perfect to get everyone 
dancing. “The place was nice 
and had a big dance floor,” senior 
Thomas Jacobs said. “The food 
was delicious and satisfying,” 
freshman CJ Bennett said. The 
lemonade and sweets, such as 
cookies and brownies, completed 
the experience.

Winter Formal was 
complete with the music, DJ, food, 
and student’s crazy moments on 
stage. Senior Carlee Smith sums 
it all up by calling Winter Formal, 
“The best dance ever.” 

Wild week, a time to 
show Mustang pride and cheer the 
basketball teams toward a play-
off victory, is also the perfect way 
to break up the monotony of the 
second term. “There was a really 
relaxed feel and everyone could 
still have fun while doing the 
academic stuff,” said freshman 
Mandy Moore. At this point in the 
year things often become hectic, 
and this helter-skelter week once 
again gives the students a time to 
be casual and comfy. Junior, Josh 
Sparks said, “I liked being able to 
wear jeans and my favorite sweat 
shirt. It was awesome that we could 
be casual all week.”                                                            

The students always seem 
to bring a new twist to common 
themes, such as Cowboys versus 
Indians, Men in Black versus Aliens, 
and Twins Day. The last day, and 
the overall resounding favorite of 
the week, was “Super-Hero” Day.  
Freshman Bekah Parker exclaimed, 
“My favorite dress-up day was 
super-hero day, because I got to be 
‘Super Bekah.’ That seemed like 
the day people enjoyed dressing 
up the most.” The range of options 
in this category allowed for many 

different interpretations of the 
super hero theme, which was also 
the inspiration for the first annual 
Wild Week pep rally.  During the 
pep rally, the cheerleaders led the 
(super) charge to pump up the 
players with excitement 
and energy, assuring 
“supreme dominance” 
and “ultimate victory” 
over the foes.

This victorious 
spirit carried over into 
the games, with double 
wins inflicted by the 
basketball boys and girls 
teams upon Greenville 
(Tuesday) and Rockwall 
Heritage (Friday).   
Coming off these Wild 
Week victories, both 
teams qualified for the 
playoffs.   

Thanks to our 
student government for 
giving us an exciting 
change of pace with Wild 
Week.  Without a doubt, 
it will be a tradition to 
continue to “infinity and 
beyond!”

Wild for MCA basketball
Wild Week promotes school spirit
BY CHARIS ORR

Winter Formal fun
BY KELLY SIMS

   Senior Ryan Sims poses in his spidey costume.

   Senior Thomas 
LeBlanc and junior 
Tanner Purdum bat-
tle it out in the lunch 
time game.

   Sophomore Trent 
Stinchcomb, senior 
Chris Shin, and 
sophomore Brad 
Knam “heat up the 
fire” at the dance.

   Freshman Shawn Johnson shows off 
his dances moves to a Panjabi Mc song.

   To top off a fun week filled with school 
spirit, the high school students attend-
ed the “Sadie Hawkins Style” Winter 
Formal. Held at Rock Creek Ranch, 
the dance was a hit among all who at-
tended. “The atmosphere at the Winter 
Formal was great! Everyone seemed 
to have a wonderful time and enjoy the 
dance,” said senior Aly Collins. Senior 
Brittani Knam commented, “Great 
dance for my senior Winter Formal. 
I loved the DJ’s music selection and 
dancing with my friends.” 

Dance is one to remember
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The frosty air was warmed by the hearts of 
the Lower School students as they had their Valentine’s 
Day party on Monday, February 15. Originally these 
parties were scheduled to take place the Friday before 
Valentine’s Day, but the students did not mind pushing 
them back for a fun record snow day. Despite the 
weather delay, the room moms, along with the help of 
many parent volunteers, still pulled off great parties for 
each individual class.      

These parties included what every good 
Valentine’s Day party must have; games. Many different 
Valentine’s Day theme games were played to keep the 
students entertained throughout the party. Sixth graders 
Karli Henneman, Angela Squiric and Julia Myrick 
all said, “It was amazing and we got a ton of cards!” 
Hundreds of cards, packed full with candy, were passed 
out on this day and were kept in bags that each student 
had the opportunity to decorate at home or at their party. 
As if this was not enough sugar, the kids were supplied 

with an endless supply of cookies, brownies and many 
more tasty sweets. Sixth grade even had a fondue 
fountain! Six grader Angela Squiric said, “We ate a ton 
of chocolate.”           

Fun and games were not the only focus of these 
Valentine’s Day parties. First grader Jacob Slate said, 
“Valentine’s day is about caring and showing love to 
other people.” The students were taught this lesson in 
various ways. Some classes highlighted the importance 
of love. Throughout the week Lower School students had 
the opportunity to purchase Val-o-grams from second 
graders whom attached candy to these notes and then 
sent them to the recipient. This gave the lower schoolers 
the opportunity to show love as all the proceeds went to 
help relief efforts in Haiti. 

Not only did the Valentine’s Day parties allow 
Lower School students to have a fun and enjoyable time, 
but they also gave students an opportunity to share their 
blessings and show love to those around the world.

BY EMILY WARREN
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	 Featured	above	 are	 the	Young	
Author’s	Contest	Winners.	This	contest	
is	an	annual	MCA	competition	that	en-
courages	 the	Lower	 School	 students	 to	
write	 their	 own	 stories.	 Hannah	 Beth	
Holtz,	 fifth	 grade,	 took	 2nd	 place	 with	
her	 story	 “The	 Cheft’s	 Problem.”	 “I	
think	 the	 process	 of	 writing	 is	 really	
good.	It’s	fun	coming	up	with	new	ideas.	
That	is	the	best	part!”	said	Holtz.
	 Congratulations	 to	 first	 grad-
ers	 Michael	 Starling	 (1st	 place),	 Ke-
aton	 Croom	 (2nd),	 and	 Brodie	 Wolfe	
(3rd);	second	graders	Jason	Cross	(1st),	
Colton	Payne	(2nd),	and	Maddie	Grace	
Gwynn	 (3rd);	 third	 graders	 Hannah	
Atkins	 (1st),	 Mollie-Claire	 Matthews	
(2nd),	 and	 Kate	 Witte	 (3rd);	 fourth	
graders	Sophie	Temple	(1st),	Samantha	
Ekanem	 (2nd),	 and	 	Mike	Boyle	 (3rd);	
fifth	graders	Katherine	Luna	(1st),	Han-
nah	 Holtz	 (2nd),	 and	 Tristan	 Miller	
(3rd);	 sixth	 graders	 Jewel	Miller	 (1st),	
Ashely	 Henson	 (2nd),	 and	 AnnMarie	
Barfield	 (3rd).	 The	 winners	 will	 have	
their	stories	published	in	a	compiliation	
and	are	treated	to	lunch	with	Ms.	Sass.

photo by amanda kidwell

Congratulations to MCA’s Young Authors 
Contest winners

			Katelyn	Fillebrown	enjoys	painting	during	the	PreK	Valentine’s	party.

			Wearing	her	“love”	shirt,	sixth	grader	Mollie-Claire	Matthews	creates	
her	craft	during	the	Valentine’s	Day	festivities.

Lower School love is shown to friends, 
teachers and people of Haiti
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Lady Mustangs come out on top

BY ROBERT KELLEY
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   (Left) Taylor Brock goes for a shot 
during the same contest. The game 
ended with a win of 47-39.

   (Above) Kayli Bollinger anticipates 
her free-throw against Chant. Bollinger 
was a consistent contributor coming off 
the bench this season.

The varsity girls basketball team was able to persevere and make the playoffs through many 
tough games this season. The girls were strong and very skilled. They enjoyed the season and played 
great as a whole. “Basketball has always been my favorite sport. Playing this year, with these girls, has 
made it all the more enjoyable. I am proud of what we accomplished,” said senior Aly Collins. The 

team achieved many great aspirations by making it to the 
second round of playoffs.      

In the bi-district game, the girls rolled over 
Northeast Christian to win the first round. The second round 
game against Shiner was not as easy. Both teams fought 
through the entire game, but with the Mustangs missing 
shots and turning the ball over their season was over.
 The varsity girls were led by Player of the Month, senior 
Emily Crombar. “I am happy that I was able to contribute 
what I could to this great team and I am proud of how good 
our team did this year.” Crombar averaged 18 points per 
game as they went through the season. Her contribution 
added greatly to the team’s success, and this was a great 
way to end her season and high school basketball career.

 Making playoffs is great for any team at any 
level, but the varsity girls did not just make the playoffs, 
they went to the second round.  All the players, with the 
help of their coaches, were able to put their different talents 
together to form a truly great team. This team fought hard 
and represented MCA well in the playoffs. Emily Crombar, 
Aly Collins, Taylor Brock, Priscilla Chiessa-Melton, and 
Ellie Kimball all made the TAPPS 4-2A first team All-
District. Collins and Brock were normal to the All-Defensive 
team, while Collins was additionally honored being selected 
on the All-Sportsmanship team.  Kayli Bollinger and Natalie 
Lemieux were named to the district’s second team. Ellen 

Taylor, Sidney Thompson, and Kaitlynn McAdams received honorable mention. With another great 
season under them, the varsity girls will continue to push on next year.

Girls basketball makes presence felt in district and beyond
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Wrestling
USJOC Tournament

Christian Doyle  Bronze

First Baptist Tournament

Christian Doyle  Gold

Jake Gattuso  Bronze

Matthew Barber  Fourth place

Zach Harrell  Fourth Place

Bishop Dunne Tournament

Christian Doyle  Gold

TAPPS State Tournament

Christian Doyle  Gold

Chad Fess  JV  Silver

Open State Championship

Connor Doyle  Gold

Jacob Weideman  Gold

Alex Minor  Gold

Noah Fess  Gold
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Mane Editionthe

Here comes the competition

BY SHAWN JOHNSON

New style, new drive, new team

BY ROBERT KELLEY

Wrestling team grows in character and Christ

Boys keep fighting for a strong record

Bodies being driven into the mat, sweat dripping out of every pore, the MCA wrestling team pursued win after win as they participated 
in competitions during the 09-10 season. From national meets to district tournaments the team has competed and succeeded. “The wrestling team 
has made a tremendous progress for its first year. We have put MCA on the map through our high school and youth wrestling programs. People are 
beginning to ask, ‘What is this school? Where is MCA?’”, said Varsity wrestler Christian Doyle. This, of course, is MCA’s first wrestling program 
and we have seen tremendous results throughout the season, including 5 state champions.

The team competed in several different meets, splitting wrestlers into each of them. These are only a portion of the standings, but they 
are very impressive. At Bishop Dunn, Christian Doyle placed gold in the 103lb division. The Harrell’s, Zach and Andy, and the Doyle’s, Christian, 
Connor, and Cort, all wrestled hard at the Unites States Junior Open Championships Tournament in Oklahoma and came out with two bronze 
medals.  Christian and Cort Doyle both were awarded bronze from the USJOC.  The First Baptist Tournament proved well for the Mustang 
wrestlers as Christian Doyle, Jake Gattuso, Matthew Barber, and Zach Harrell all placed. Doyle placed gold in the 103lb division and received the 
MOW (Most Outstanding Wrestler) award, Gattuso placed bronze in the 152lb division, Barber placed fourth in the 160lb division, and Harrell 
placed fourth in the 112lb division. Ethan Kovatch and Chad Fess also wrestled hard in the First Baptist Tournament, but both came up short.  The 
weekend of Winter Formal, Christian Doyle competed in the Prep State Tournament and was awarded silver and will move on to Prep Nationals 
in Pennsylvania to compete.  MCA produced 5 strong state champions within the TAPPS division as well as Middle School and Open divisions. 
Christian Doyle, Connor Doyle, Jacob Weideman, Noah Fess and Alex Minor represented our school at state and came out on top. For MCA’s first 
program, putting out 5 state champions, many without past experience, is an immense show of hard work and talent from our team and coaches. 

Even with such a physical sport as wrestling, we can see the gentleness of Christ being displayed by the team. “But we have this treasure 
in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”(2 Corinthians 4:7) They will continue to display their talents 
using sheer strength and technique, but through this gruesome sport, the team wrestles ultimately to glorify God. The effort seen from this year’s 
program can serve as a portent for years to come.

 With new coaches all around, the MCA varsity basketball boys started off strong. Former Princeton High School head coach Robert Erger 
and assistant coach Hugh Mantooth brought all of their experience and a new way of coaching to MCA. This team was much more physical than 
in years past. Even coaches from other schools noticed, giving MCA a new reputation. “I am proud of how well our team played, and how far we 
went,” said Tanner Purdum, 11th.  This team was fierce, bold and deafening. When you heard the thunder, it was the stampede being let loose onto 
the Mustang home court.
 Leading the stampede was player of the month, senior Alex Farley. Farley averaged double digits throughout the entire season, and was 
very grateful for this award. “I owe this award to the entire team. They pushed me all year and I am excited to have won this award,” said Farley. 
This was a great end to his senior year.
 Beating Greenville Christian and Rockwall Heritage resulted in a playoff berth for our MCA varsity boys. They never gave up, but sadly 
they lost in the first round. Making the playoffs was a great accomplishment for these guys with a new coach at the beginning of the season. This 
serves as good building block for hopefully a great future for MCA varsity boys basketball.  
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Movie 
Mania

Star 
Chart

 *               Not very good, not suggested.
 * *           Good, partially suggested.
 * * *        Well done, suggested.
 * * * *     Excellent, highly suggested.

Snack Time

**The songs and artists in the Jukebox are all Christian.

JukeBox

Song Artist Album

 BITS    
   PIECES

N’

BY MICHAL SMITH

BY MICHAL SMITH

“Chocolately goodness.” 
~Sarahbeth Singler, 10th grade.

“It tickled my tummy!” 
~Natalie Lemieux, 10th grade.

Creative Corner

Inhaling A Bullet

Common Code

Back To Innocence

Fire It Up

Desperate

The Butcher

Gasoline

Monster

Losers

Best I Can

High Flight Society

Staggerford

Stephanie Smith

Thousand Foot Krutch

Fireflight

Project 86

DecemberRadio

Skillet

Me In Motion

Decyfer Down

Par Avion EP

Greet The Blinding Path

Stephanie Smith

Welcome To The Masquerade

For Those Who Wait

Picket Fence Cartel

Satisfied

Awake

Me In Motion

Crash

BY KAYLA FARR

 The Tooth Fairy, starring 
Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson, is 
an uplifting comedy about keeping 
dreams alive and being the best 
you can be.  Bringing in 14.5 
million the first weekend out, the 
Tooth Fairy has been enjoyed 
by kids and adults everywhere.
 Johnson stars as Derek, a 
once pro hockey player stuck in the 
minors after his shoulder injury had 
already healed. On ice, he is known 
as the ‘tooth fairy’ because when 
he smashes into his opponents, they 
often lose a tooth.  The crowd cheers 
him on as he skates around the rink 
and kids everywhere look up to him 
as a role model for a future in the pros.  
In the beginning, life seems good for 
Derek.  He has a serious girlfriend, 
played by Ashley Judd, and he has a 
stable career.   One night, however, 
Derek’s life takes an unexpected twist.
 Derek is summoned to two 
weeks of ‘fairy duty’.  After a game 
the previous day, he crushed the 
dreams of a child who wanted a shot 
at the pros.  Derek told the child he 
needed to lower his expectations in 
order to be happy.  That night, he 
told his girlfriend’s daughter that 
there was no such thing as the tooth 
fairy.  Because of his harsh course 
of action in pushing kids to grow up 
too fast, Derek must fly around and 
take the role of a tooth fairy.  There 
are obstacles in being a fairy that he 
must overcome and at first, Derek 

is resistant.   No matter what he is 
doing, Derek must drop everything in 
order to get a child’s tooth while they 
are asleep.  His new job is tragically 
disrupting his life and it starts to seem 
like maybe he cannot handle it.  After 
a while, being a tooth fairy starts to 
grow on him and he even embraces 
it towards the end of the movie.
 Also starring Julie Andrews 
and Ryan Sheckler, The Tooth Fairy 
was funnier than I expected it to be.  
With fairy puns and ‘the Rock’ in a 
tutu and tights, The Tooth Fairy kept 
me laughing and held my attention. 
There was brief sport action and anger, 
but the messages portrayed were 
wonderful.  Although no mention of 
Christianity, they were clearly based 
on good morals.  We learn to always 
believe and dream big, no matter 
what happens in our lives.  We should 
not let others crush our dreams and 
an optimistic outlook towards the 
future is key to accomplishing what 
we want.  Helping others is what we 
are supposed to do and sometimes, 
we can benefit from our own advice. 
  People of all ages can 
learn from the morals of The Tooth 
Fairy. It teaches young children to 
go after their dreams and shows that 
the parents and people around us can 
either lift us up or bring us down. 
The Tooth Fairy is definitely a movie 
for the whole family and I would 
recommend seeing it for a good laugh.
I give this movie 3 out of 4 stars.

Ingredients:

Sift together and set aside:
	 2 cups sugar
	 2 cups flour

To 1 cup boiling water, add:
	 1 stick margarine
	 ½ cup cooking oil
	 3 Tbsp. cocoa
Frosting:
	 7 Tbsp. milk
	 1 stick margarine
	 3 Tbsp. cocoa. 

Directions:

Mix well. Add to top mixture and mix well. Add 2 eggs, 1 
teaspoon vanilla, and ½ cup buttermilk mixed with 1 teaspoon 
soda. Mix well. Bake in a 9x12 inch pan for 30 minutes at 350 
degrees. Bring to a boil and add 1 box powdered sugar. Beat real 
well until smooth. Add ½ teaspoon vanilla.

•	 Dallas has the largest bronze 
monument in the world, 
Pioneer Plaza, which includes 
more than 40 larger-than-
life longhorn steers, horses 
and cowboys. It was built to 
commemorate the trails that 
brought settlers to Dallas.

•	 If you stretch a standard 
Slinky out flat it measures 87 
feet long.

•	 Owls are the only birds that 
can see the color blue.

•	 It’s against the law to slam 
your car door in Switzerland.

•	 For every person on earth, 
there are an estimated 200 
million insects.

•	 A chef’s hat is shaped the way 
it is for a reason: its shape 
allows air to circulate around 
the scalp, keeping the head 
cool in a hot kitchen.

•	 Texas is larger than France, 
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland 
and Luxembourg combined. 

•	 The owl is the only bird to 
drop its upper eyelid to wink. 
All other birds raise their 
lower eyelids.

•	 Babies cry but they don’t 
produce tears until one to three 
months after birth.

•	 Tipping at a restaurant in 
Iceland is considered an insult.

•	 Blue eyes are the most 
sensitive to light, dark brown 
the least sensitive.

•	 The face of a penny can hold 
about thirty drops of water.

•	 Tsunamis ( tidal waves ) travel 
as fast as jet planes.

•	 When glass breaks, the cracks 
move faster than 3,000 miles 
per hour.

•	 You share your birthday with 
at least 9 million other people 
in the world.

•	 According to the Texas 
Restaurant Association, the 
Dallas area has more than 
7,000 restaurants to enjoy.

        www.funny2.com
        www.randomfunfacts.com
        www.funfactz.com
        www.bootstrike.com

30 Minute Chocolate Cake

BY ANDREA BRUNO

Ashley Janning, 12th grade, works 
patiently on her first watercolor 

painting of a picture taken in 
Guatemala.

“I love to paint and draw and express 
myself though my artwork.”

Amanda Kidwell, 10th grade, learns 
how to properly configure her clay 
to create a pottery piece during art 

class.

“It took me two days to work on and 
complete my pot. It was hard at first, 
because I thought my pot might fall 
over, but in the end I enjoyed it.”

The Tooth Fairy
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  I recently finished reading a 
book. That is somewhat of an oddity for 
me because in my illustrious and eventful 
seventeen, almost eighteen, years in this 
world, I’ve hardly cracked a book. Now, for 
all my past and present English teachers who 
may be reading this, don’t fret. I have read 
all of the books you ever assigned me; for 
the most part, at least. When I say I’ve hardly 
cracked a book, I mean any book outside 
of required school reading. Maybe I’m just 
lazy. Actually, I know I’m lazy. I know the 
reason I have never done any recreational 
reading is I would rather let my mind rest 
in a dormant, almost comatose state than 
exercise my orbicularis oculi muscles and 
read a book. For those underclassmen who 
don’t understand my terminology, wait ‘til 
Anatomy. 
 The title of the book I read is mY 
Generation. That wasn’t a typo. And I’m 
not referring to The Who hit of the 1960s, 
My Generation. Roger Daltrey and Pete 
Townshend are in a completely different 
generation from anyone who has ever lived 
in any universe and that’s not a good thing. 
It’s called mY Generation because it’s 
focused on our generation, or as some call 
it, Generation Y. Some estimate Generation 

Y begins with people born in the late 1970s 
and ends with people born in the early 1990s. 
Others say it began in 1970 and ends in 2000. 
For most middle to high school students 
reading this, that demographic applies to you. 
This could also apply to some of our parents 
out there who have young Lower School 
students. This book is written by a fellow 
Generation Y-er. His name is Josh Riebock 
and he is a professional speaker and writer 
specializing in reaching out and helping 
others reach out to those in Generation Y. 
He was a successful youth pastor for seven 
years and after observing so many issues and 
problems facing our generation, he decided 
to do something about it. Now he works as 
a professional consultant helping churches 
effectively make a positive impact on 
Generation Y. At the ripe old age of 30, Josh 
has had quite an eventful life doing work for 
the Lord. The book is basically a collection 
of his and other people’s experiences facing 
various issues in our generation such as crisis 
of faith, drug addiction, alcohol abuse and 
murder to name a few. After reading this 
book, I could sense something different about 
myself. I couldn’t put my finger on it at the 
time, but I did know that reading the book 
had done something within me.

 I wouldn’t go so far as to say mY 
Generation changed my life. Only Christ is 
capable of that in my opinion and although 
He does have the power to use earthly 
experiences to have a divine effect on one’s 
walk, I don’t think He used Josh Riebock’s 
writing to do that for me. Even though it 
didn’t radically change my life, it also wasn’t 
a complete waste of my time. I got a lot out 
of the content of the book. Riebock is a very 
eloquent narrator, but that didn’t do it for 
me. He just retold his stories in a very nice, 
neat and grammatical fashion. The real-
life applications did it for me. He told story 
after story of himself, friends, family and 
acquaintances facing real-life issues in their 
everyday lives. Not only did he tell the story, 
he applied it to the Christian walk. He gave 
an example of almost any imaginable issue 
someone could face in their daily expedition 
through life. 

The way he communicated his 
stories and experiences awakened a monster 
within me. That monster represents my 
inability to grasp my duty and my actions 
relevant to my Christian walk. I find myself 
reading through my Bible at night, just as I’m 
about to fall asleep, I comprehend what the 
text is saying but I’m not able to formulate 

action steps to apply the text to my own life. 
That may have something to do the increased 
melatonin level in my endocrine system 
(again, Anatomy) which causes me to fall 
asleep with the Book in my lap. Regardless, 
I find myself stumped by Scripture almost 
every time I read it. mY Generation was 
most helpful in helping me formulate those 
necessary action required for me to grow 
in my faith. The real-life examples are 
something easy to remember and use when 
I may be in a tight or trivial spot. It’s at least 
easier to remember than Proverbs.
  This book gave me motivation 
to grow stronger in my faith. It made me 
aware of my dilemma and what I’m sure is 
the dilemma of many people around my age. 
Unfortunately, attending a Christian school 
makes it more difficult in a lot of cases for us 
to find a fire to ignite our faith, unfortunately. 
We are so engrossed in Scripture every day 
through Bible classes, chapel, etc…, that it 
becomes very difficult to find the will and 
desire to explore and sharpen my faith even 
more when I’m not on the MCA campus. 
This book ignited that fire within me. I’m not 
saying we all need a super-emotional, church-
camp, revival sort of experience to really get 
our faith going. Those are great for awhile, 

but unfortunately those towering flames 
are reduced to smoldering coals all-too-
quickly just before they are doused with 
bucket of water. God uses many different 
means to reach out to His creation, 
namely, us. After all, His initiative is to 
have a relationship with us. He will use 
whatever He sees fit to make a positive 
impact on our lives. He just happened to 
use Josh Riebock’s mY Generation to do 
that for me. Now I find myself pondering 
God’s infinite wonder and limitless grace 
every time I read my Bible or hear a lesson 
or a sermon. I’m not saying I have it all 
figured out. I don’t and I never will. The 
Christian walk is a winding road which 
ultimately ends in paradise. Salvation. 
So, my charge to McKinney Christian 
Academy is this. Read your Bible with 
purpose. Don’t just observe the words 
and pages. Take to heart what those words 
are saying. God will reveal Himself to 
you in the most miraculous ways if you 
just study His book. This is the realization 
I have come to and it all started when I 
Read a Book.

I Read a Book
BY RYAN HALTOM

Finding purpose in exploring God’s Word

Congratulations 
to the MCA   

Academic team 
for winning 1st 
place in TAPPS 
District 2-2A!
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